'A Living Experience’ Part 4
Messages to Young People, chapter 36, page 140-142

If all who profess to be followers of Christ would be so in deed and in truth, they would have
the mind of Christ, and would work the works of God. They would resist temptation to indulge
self, and would show that they do not enjoy the frivolous pleasure of the world more than the
privilege of meeting with Christ in the social meeting. They would then have a decided influence
upon others, and lead them to follow their example. MYP 140.1

Actions speak louder than words, and those who are lovers of pleasure do not appreciate the
rich blessings of being in the assembly of the people of God. They do not appreciate the
privilege of influencing their associates to go with them, hoping that their hearts will be touched
by the Spirit of the Lord. Who goes with them into these worldly gatherings? Jesus is not there
to bless those assembled. But Satan will bring to the mind many things to crowd out matters of
eternal interest. It is his opportunity to confuse the right by mixing it up with the wrong. MYP
141.2

Through attendance at worldly gatherings a taste is created for exciting amusements, and
moral power is weakened. Those who love pleasure may keep up a form of godliness, but they
have no vital connections with God. Their faith is dead, their zeal has departed. They feel no
burden to speak a word in season to souls who are out of Christ, and to urge them to give their
hearts to the Lord—The Youths’ Instructor, April 23, 1912, par. 8, also in The Youths’ Instructor,
March 30, 1893, par. 7. MYP 141.3

Pure and undefiled religion is not a sentiment, but the doing of works of mercy and love. This
religion is necessary to health and happiness. It enters the polluted soul-temple, and with a
scourge drives out the sinful intruders. Taking the throne, it consecrates all by its presence,
illuminating the heart with the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness. It opens the windows
of the soul heavenward, letting in the sunshine of God'’s love. With it comes serenity and
composure. Physical, mental, and moral strength increase, because the atmosphere of heaven,
as a living, active agency, fills the soul. Christ is formed within, the hope of glory.—The Review
and Herald, October 15, 1901. MYP 142.1
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